Alma Public Library Genealogy Handout (Local, Regional and State)

Resources to help you in you genealogy and family history research


1.  What’s available at the Buffalo County Historical Society? ...Ancestry.com








                                (avail. to public)
Buffalo County Court House
Open:    MON – FRI   8:00 AM – 4:30 PM


407 S 2nd Street, Room 206
Phone:   (608) 685-6290

PO Box 394



Website: www.bchsonline.com 

Alma, WI 54610


Email:   office@bchsonline.com
Books:  Area history for Buffalo, Chippewa, Pepin, Trempealeau, LaCrosse Counties

· Histories of Buffalo and Pepin Counties 1919, vol. 1 and vol. 2 with index

· History of Buffalo County Wisconsin 1888

· Native Americans 1880 by Jim Stokes Eau Claire Wapasha Band

· Alma on the Mississippi

· The Swiss Connection

· American Genealogy

· German Bohemians

· Just People of the Friendly Valley

· Some Pioneer Families of Wisconsin

· Geschichte Von (from the Fountain City Historical Society)
· West Central Wisconsin and Mondovian History

· History of Northern Wisconsin 1881

· Who’s Who in the Midwest

· LaCrosse, Trempealeau, Buffalo Counties 1892

· History of Chippewa Valley
· Various Family Histories

· Luster (5 volume set in Norwegian with Norwegian homeland information)

Microfilm:  Obituaries, Census Records, Local News in newspapers
(you must know the date of death to look up obituaries on microfilm)

· Census Records 







       1840-1930

· German Newspaper  


  1880-1888, 1891, 1896-1899, 1907-1910

· Buffalo County Journal (Alma Weekly Express)   


       1861-1981
· Cochrane Recorder 







       1914-1980
· Buffalo County Republican (covering Fountain City in English) 
       1924-1959

· Mondovi Herald 






           Sep 1876-1981

Atlases and Plat Books: 1878, 1896, 1914
In the Court House Lobby:
· Sesquicentennial pictorial history form 1848-1998

· Pictures of churches, businesses, factories, townships, cities, post offices, schools

· Cabinets of souvenir glass, artillery shell trench art, military items from WWI and WWII
2.  What’s available at the Alma Historical Society?

Alma Area Museum

Open:    SAT–SUN  1:00 – 4:00 PM  Memorial Day – Mid October
505 S. 2nd Street

Phone:   (608) 685-3554 for information
PO Box 473


Website: www.almahistory.org/almaareamuseum.html

Alma, WI 54610

Email:     society@almahistory.org
Exhibits: 

Classroom

          Blacksmith Shop
    Kitchen
       Gerhard Gesell Photo Exhibit

Armistice Day Blizzard
Doctor Office

    Fashions
       Local Native Artifacts
List of Graduates from Alma Teacher’s College (Normal School)

3.  What’s available at the City of Alma?
City of Alma


Open:    MON-FRI  8:00AM – 3:00 PM  
314 N Main Street

Phone:  (608) 685-3330

PO Box 277


Website: www.almawisconsin.com/
Alma, Wisconsin  54610
Email:    cityalma@hbci.com 
Contains records of Alma City Cemeteries
Notes:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4.  What’s available at the Alma Public Library?   (We have Ancestry.com onsite)
Alma Public Library

Open:    MON-WED-FRI  10:30AM – 7:00 PM  

312 N Main Street

Phone:  (608) 685-3823
PO Box 217


Website: www.almalibrary.org  (our website has Heritage Quest)
Alma, Wisconsin  54610
Email:    almapl@wrlsweb.org
Atlases and Plat Books: 
· Historical Atlas of Wisconsin (complete State and County Maps) 

1878
· The Atlas and Farmer’s Directory of Buffalo County Wisconsin 

1914
· The Atlas and Farmer’s Directory of Buffalo and Pepin Counties Wisconsin 
1930
· Pictorial Atlas Buffalo County Wisconsin, Vol. 1  



1993
· Pictorial Section Buffalo County Wisconsin, Vol. 2 



1993
· Land Atlas and Plat Book Buffalo County Wisconsin 



1993
· Pictorial Atlas Buffalo County Wisconsin, Vol. 1 




2005
· Pictorial Atlas Buffalo County Wisconsin, Vol. 2 




2005
· Land Atlas and Plat Book Buffalo County Wisconsin 



2009
Books :
· Alma on the Mississippi 1848-1932
· Brief History of Alma’s Early Settlers (1848)
· Buffalo County Biographical History: Celebrating 150 Years 1952-2003
· A Commemorative History of the Buffalo County Fair 1872-1982

· History of Buffalo County Wisconsin 1888
· Buffalo County: a Pictorial History
· A Tale of Two Villages (Fairview/Nelson Village) (circa 1884)
· History of Nelson Village (1844)
· Just People of the Friendly Valley (lower Chippewa Valley)
· Dr. Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church, Buffalo City, Wisconsin (1860)
· Images of America:  Wabasha County (circa 1800)
· River Town Winona (1851)
· Henry Bosse’s Views of the Upper Mississippi River (1885)
Family Histories:





               Documented Events:
· Ulrich VonWald Family History (circa 1852)



· Ludwig Pank Family History (circa 1852)
· Casper Grob Genealogy (circa 1855)
· Peter Mueller Family Tree History (circa 1866)
· Jacob Herold Family History (circa 1866)
· Benjamin Schollmeier (1867)
· William Beaumont, M.D. 
· Peter Noll (1891)
· John Hartman History (1912)
· Buffalo County: a Native Son Speaks (E.F. Ganz)
· Adolf Brommer (1926)
5.  What’s available at the Buffalo County Court House?

All Offices


Open:    MON-FRI  8:00AM – 4:30 PM

407 S. 2nd Street

Website: www.buffalocounty.com/
Alma, WI 54610
Veteran’s Memorial in front of Court House:
The Veteran’s Memorial was dedicated in 2001 and contains names of all know soldiers from Buffalo County who gave their lives for their country from the Civil War period to present.

The Register of Deeds:  Room 102  (608) 685-6230
· Birth records 1850-1860, and after 1900

· Deaths

· Marriages

· Land records

· Some teacher school records

· Veteran records (sealed)  Available at the Veteran’s Administration
· Illegitimacy records (sealed)

The Register of Probate:  Room 205  (608) 685-6230
· Wills

· Estates

· Property values

· Guardianships

· Adoption records (sealed)
The Clerk of Court:  Room 210  (608) 685-6212

· Divorce records

· Naturalization papers prior to 1950
The County Clerk:  Room 107  (608) 685-6209

· Cemetery records

· Land plats

· Graduation records from Alma Normal School
Notes:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6.  What’s available at the Mondovi Public Library?
Mondovi Public Library

Open:    MON-SAT  (various hours) 

146 W. HudsonStreet

Phone:  (715) 926-4403
Mondovi, WI
54755


Website:  www.wrlsweb.org/mondovi/ 

Microfilm of Mondovi Herald  Oct 1876 – present

West Central Wisconsin and Mondovian History – by Rockwell

(call library for more information on their holdings)

7.  What’s available at the Cochrane-Fountain City Recorder?
C-FC Recorder

Open:    MON-FRI 

104 E. 5th Street

Phone:  (608) 248-2451
Cochrane, WI 54622


Holds original copies of papers published in the area.  Must call for an appointment.

 8.  What’s available at the Fountain City Historical Society?
Fountain City Historical Society
Open:    FRI – SAT 1:00 – 4:00 PM  June - September 

7 S. Main Street


Phone:   (608) 687-8477, (608) 687-4271, or appointment
Fountain City, WI  54629

              John Schlesselman 

Museum holds Fountain City photographs, family histories, large arrowhead collection and rotating displays from the community.  (May require a token entry fee)
Notes:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

9.  What’s available Outside Buffalo County?
LaCrosse

Archives and Local History, LaCrosse Public Library, LaCrosse, WI (608) 789-7124
http://www.lacrosselibrary.org/genealogy/index.asp
Onalaska

Church of the Latter Day Saints, Family History Center, Onalaska, WI (608)783-3619
Wisconsin Historical Society pre-1907 Vital Records Index

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/vitalrecords/
10.  What’s at your fingertips On the Internet for Free?
Cyndislist    www.cyndislist.com
Over 300,000 links to various worldwide family history resources and information; categorized under topics.
FamilySearch   www.familysearch.org
Various collections of information sponsored by the Mormon Church.  Records will allow you to search various indexes of records, some with images, and browse images of records that are not indexed.
US Genweb   www.usgenweb.org
A collection of information and resources done by volunteers.  Most of the information is by states, and counties within each state. Since each state and county group is separate there are differences in what is available and how the pages look.
World Genweb   http://www.worldgenweb.org
Information and links to worldwide genealogy information
RootsWeb    www.rootsweb.ancestry.com
A collection of resources, information and databases put together and maintained by volunteers. It includes guides to getting started in family history research. The site is now supported by a commercial company so you will see advertising on the pages.
1940 U.S. Census (available APR 2012)  http://www.archives.com/1940census
(use the Steve Morse website for 1040 Census index help)   http://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html.
Notes:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Good Luck on your Search!   Hope you find some Great Ancestors!
1966 Alma Riverland Basketball 


     (Larry Fluekinger scrapbook)


DVD  1966 Alma Riverland Basketball State Tournament


DVD  Alma Now & Then Governor’s Fishing Opener Rieck’s Park


DVD  Alma – Tell Back Roads Tour and InWisconsin Tundra Swan Migration 


DVD  Alma Fall Festival 1949


VHS  Alma U.S. Bicentennial 1987























This information prepared courtesy of Alma Public Library
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